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Media Called, Court Is Told 



Marcello in New Trial Bid 
in Houston 



(Special to The Times-Picavune) 

HOUSTON; Tex. - An FBI 
information officer testified 
Monday that he telephoned rep- 
resentatives of the news media 
in September, 1966, to inquire if 
they intended to cover the ar- 
rival of “a certain individual 
who had been prominently fea- 
tured in the news.” 

The testimony came during 
the first day of hearings in fed- 
eral court on a motion for new i 
trial by attorneys for rackets 1 
figure Carlos Marcello, 60. ! 

The motion is a last minute 
attempt by Marcello to avoid 
serving a prison sentence on 
charges of assaulting an FBI 1 
agent at New Orleans Interna- 
tional Airport in 1966. 

FOUND GUILTY 

Marcello was found guilty in 
1968 of the charges and received 
a two-year sentence and $5000 
fine. 

Joseph Sylvester told U.S. 
Dist. Judge John V. Singleton 
that he called The Times-Pica- 
yune, Associated Press and 
WVUE-TV in New Orleans, then 
Channel 12. 
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Monday. 

The motion for a new trial 
is based largely on an affidavit 
from Aucoin that he was tipped 
by the FBI .that Marcello was 
arriving at the airport in 1966. 

PHONE ANSWERED 

Aucoin told the court that 
he had answered the telephone 
at Channel 12 on Sept. 30, 1966. 
He said the caller had identified 
himself as an FBI agent, where- 
upon Aucoin had given the tele- 
phone to a newsman. 

Later, he said, he and the 
newsman went to the airport to 
cover Marcello’s arrival. The 
plane was late so Aucoin shot 
film of his newsman, he said, 
and ran out of film. 

He said he left the airport 
before the plane arrived. 

Aucoin was later contacted 
by Jack Wesserman, Marcello’s 
chief counsel in the 1968 trial. 

“I relayed to him what the 
other photographers told me,” 
Aucoin said. He said he was 
convinced that everything he 
had been told about Marcello’s 
arrival was true. 

Wessermen testified that he 
was unable to locate Aucoin un- 
til April, 1969. 

He admitted that he had 



He said he did not identify 
himself when he called, but that 
his voice is well known by the 
news media. 

Sylvester said he had made 
the phone calls because only 
two agents were assigned to 
cover Marcello’s arrival at the 
airport and he wanted to be 
certain they would not be alone. 
He denied that he made the 
calls to set up a cover for thp 
agents. 

Marcello’s attorneys have 
maintained that the incident in- 
volving their client and FBI 
agent Patrick J. Collins was set 
up by federal agents. 

Sylvester was one of five 
persons to testify during Mon- 
day’s hearing. 

Irby Aucoin, formerly a 
photographer for Channel 12 
and now with the New Orleans 
Saints, also gave test’mony 



seen the photographer while 
waiting outside the Grand Jury 
room in October, 1966, during 
the proceedings in New Orleans 
against Marcello. 

! William Perry Brown Jr., 
who identified himself as a pub- 
lisher of a legal newspaper and 
a public relations counsel, testi- 
fied that he and Collins attend- 
ed a press party before Collins 
met Marcello at the airport, i: 1 . 

Brown, who described CoF 
lins as a good friend, said the 
two went to Brennan’s Restaur- 
ant in New Orleans’ French 
Quarter to attend a press party 
held to publicize a movie, “The 
Fortune Cookie.” 

He testified that from noon 
to 3:30 p.m. he had four or five 
drinks. He later changed this to 
six. 

Brown claimed trat Collins 



had two or more armies to ev- 
ery one of his and he believed 
that when Collins left, around 3 
p.m., he was “intoxicated.” 

The judge asked Brown if 
he thought FBI agents were al- 
lowed to become intoxicated 
while on duty. 

“I don’t know about FBI 
agents,” Brown said, “but press 
people frequently return to work 
intoxicated.” 

Collins also testified Mon- 
day. He referred to Brown as a 
casual friend. Marcello’s local 
counsel Anthony Friloux ques- 
tioned Collins. 

The FBI agent testified that 
he did not remember anything 
particular about Sept. 30, 1966, 
until the time he received the 
assignment to go to the airport. 

NOT FAMILIAR 

He said he and another 
aggnt arrived at the airport ear- 
ly to conceal one or two camer- 
as. He had only been in New 
Orleans a short time, he said, 
and was not familiar with the 
setup at the airport. 

Collins said when they ar- 
rived at the airport he and the 
other agent realized they could 
not take photographs from a 
distance because of all the me- 
dia, so they mingled with the 
crowd. 

The hearing was recessed at 
5:30 p.m. It is scheduled to re- 
sume at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday. 

Judge Singleton announced 
that he expected testimony to 
end by noon Tuesday. 

The U.S. 5th Circuit Court 
of Appeals has upheld Marcel- 
lo’s sentence. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has twice refused to hear 
his motion for a new trial. 

MARCELLO SUIT 
DISMISSED HERE 

A suit in which Carlos Mar- 
cello sought to have nullified 
the law under which he was 
convicted of assaulting an agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation was dismissed in New 
Orleans Monday. 

"Hie motion and order dis- 
missing the suit was filed by 
attorney Dean A. Andrews Jr., 
a Marcello attorney who filed 
the suit several weeks ago. The 
order of dismissal was signed 



by Federal District Judge Ed- 
ward J. Boyle Sr. 

Andrews gave no reason for 
his motion to dismiss. 

Marcello was convicted 
Aug. 9, 1968, by a fedsral jury 



in Houston, Tex., and was sen- 
tenced by Federal D is t r ic,t 
Judge John V. Singleton t<\ 
serve two years and pay a fiiy 
of ?5,000. 

He was found guilty of tak 
ng a punch at FBI agent Pa 
trick Collins at New Orleans In? 
tsrnational Airport on Sept. -3Q , 
19S6. 1*' 




